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INFORMATION DISCLOSURE STATEMENT 


Under 37 CFR §1.97 


This application is a continuation of United States Patent 6,607,181, which has issued as 
of August 19, 2003. This Information Disclosure Statement is thought to have been filed before 

an Office Action on the merits and is timely filed without payment of a fee. 37 CFR §1 .97. 

The filing of this Information Disclosure Statement shall not be construed as a 

representation that a search has been made (37 CFR §1. 56(g)), an admission that the information 

cited is, or is considered to be, material to patentability or that no other material information 
exists. 

The filing of this Information Disclosure Statement shall not be construed as an 
admission against interest in any manner. Notice of January 9, 1992, 1 135 O.G. 13, at 25. 

This Information Disclosure Statement is made to comply with the duty of candor 
imposed on all individuals associated with the filing or prosecution of this application, as defined 

by 37 CFR §1. 56(c). 

Thirteen (13) U.S. patents are listed on the attached sheet of Form PTO/SB/08A, which is 
made a part hereof. Because this case is a continuation case, and only previously cited prior art 
from earlier applications is provided, it is believed that it is not necessary to provide a copy of 
the references, which are all found in the earlier files. 


Akron - 77123.1 


Thus, as permitted by 37 C.F.R. § 1.98(d), no copies of the documents listed on the 
enclosed Information Disclosure Statement are enclosed because these documents were 
previously submitted to or cited by the office in earlier applications serial numbers 10/123,739, 
09/843,975 and 09/200,375 upon which this application relies on for an earlier effective filing 
date. 

This Information Disclosure Statement is based on information known to the inventor or 
contained in the undersigned attorney file as of the date of this statement and is inclusive of the 
best information known to the undersigned at that date. 

The Examiner is kindly requested to consider the Information Disclosure Statement in 
addition to any references identified by the Examiner due to his independent search and 
examination. 
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Mark A. Watkins 
Registration No. 33,813 
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mawatkins@hahnlaw.com 

Attorney Docket No.: 116523-00136 
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U.S. Patent and Trademark Office; U.S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 
hder the Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995, no persons are required to respond to a collection of information unless it contains a valid OMB control numbe r. 
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•EXAMINER: Initial if reference considered, whether or not citation is in conformance with MPEP 609. Draw line through citation if not in conformance and not 
considered. Include copy of this form with next communication to applicant. 1 Applicant's unique citation designation number (optional). 2 See Kinds Codes of 
USPTO Patent Documents at www.uspto.Qov or MPEP 901.04. 3 Enter Office that issued the document, by the two-letter code (WIPO Standard ST.3). 4 For 
Japanese patent documents, the indication of the year of the reign of the Emperor must precede the serial number of the patent document. 5 Kind of document by 
the appropriate symbols as indicated on the document under WIPO Standard ST.16 if possible. 6 Applicant is to place a check mark here if English language 
Translation is attached. 

This collection of information is required by 37 CFR 1 .97 and 1.98. The information is required to obtain or retain a benefit by the public which is to file (and by the 
USPTO to process) an application. Confidentiality is governed by 35 U.S.C. 122 and 37 CFR 1.14. This collection is estimated to take 2 hours to complete, 
including gathering, preparing, and submitting the completed application form to the USPTO. Time will vary depending upon the individual case. Any comments 
on the amount of time you require to complete this form and/or suggestions for reducing this burden, should be sent to the Chief Information Officer, U.S. Patent 
and Trademark Office, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 22313-1450. DO NOT SEND FEES OR COMPLETED FORMS TO THIS ADDRESS. SEND 
TO: Commissioner for Patents, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 22313-1450. 

If you need assistance in completing the form, call 1-800-PTO-9199 (1-800-786-9199) and select option 2. 


